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There are similar mathematics achievement growth rates among students
in specific special education exceptionality groups in Grades 3 to 7 in the
North Carolina (NC) state accountability system, yet there is substantial
variation in the average level of mathematics achievement for these same
student exceptionality groups.1
The good news: Despite the differences in average performance between special  
        and general education students, all student exceptionality groups have similar
mathematics growth rates– thus achievement gaps are not increasing over grades.
The challenge ahead: We need to better understand the source of differences in average
mathematics performance among the specific exceptionality groups and find ways to
intervene to improve mathematics achievement for all students.
Mathematics Achievement Growth in Specific Special Education
Exceptionality Groups over Grades 3 to 7 (2003-2007)
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Across students in general and special education, average math growth is curvilinear, decelerating across grades and
above the NC proficiency cutpoint at each grade for all groups except students with Intellectual Disabilities.
Large differences in achievement exist among groups at each grade, but growth rates are quite similar across these
student exceptionality groups.
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